It’s been a little over four months since SCOTUS overturned Roe v. Wade. Every day since has brought
more horrifying results, with near-total abortion bans now in place in 13 states 12. Miscarriages are being
criminalized as well3, often victimizing already traumatized individuals. As a community organizer, I saw
a spark of fury in June that made mobilization easy. However, as the initial shock of the Scotus decision
wears off, I’m seeing numbers decline at actions and rallies- but the fight isn’t over, and November 8th is
a vital part of it.
Perhaps more than ever, we need people in office who will protect our freedoms. The only reason Iowa
has not had the strictest abortion ban in the country since 2018 4 is because of legal protections that
have since been removed at the federal level5. Wheels are in motion to remove them at the state level
as well and have been for a while. Our legislature took the first step to amend the Iowa

constitution to say "...this Constitution does not recognize, grant, or secure a right to abortion"
back in 20206. They will continue working towards this following June's reversal of previous court
decisions that had determined the right to abortion was implied by the Iowa constitution7. The
next step is for the legislature to pass the proposal again before the end of the 2023 legislative
session8. It is, at this point, expected to pass. With the loss of federal protections, who we have
sitting in local seats matters. We know those currently in office will ban abortion if they can, because
Reynolds has said as much9 and because they already have.
This cannot stand. We cannot allow our basic freedoms and health protections to be taken from us. It is
far past time to come together and say “enough.” Every single person who votes for those who will
protect our rights, who supports local clinics, who participates in reproductive rights events, who
furthers the conversation, and who places pressure on our legislators, makes a difference. We cannot sit
silently and hope.
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There are countless reasons that someone could want or need an abortion- poverty, rape, medical
circumstances, and yes- even just because they don’t want a child. None of those reasons are relevant
to the conversation- people do not owe others their life stories. Nobody should have to explain why
they want or need an abortion. Nobody should feel the need to justify it, to reveal personal traumas, or
to convince anyone else of the harm that maintaining a pregnancy would cause them- not a politician,
an investigator, or even an obstetrician. It should be as simple as walking into a clinic and saying, “I want
an abortion.” Any pregnant person should have the freedom and access to do that, regardless of the
circumstances.
We need to disrupt and unseat those in power such as Kim Reynolds, who are proposing and supporting
abortion barriers and bans. There are no limits on abortion that are acceptable. We need to push back
against every one that is attempted, and we need to do it hard. When the state makes something
conditional, it allows a select few to impose their moral opinions on others. Policymakers picking and
choosing when it is and is not ok for someone to have a medical procedure leads to inequities, and this
country is already riddled with them.
The United States has the highest known maternal mortality rate of any so-called “developed nation”10
and that rate is around four times higher for those who are Black and two times higher for those who
are indigenous than those who are white11. We also know that limited abortion access
disproportionately affects BIPOC and low-income individuals and families12. We need to improve these
issues, not make them worse. We do that by fighting to keep abortion legal in Iowa and improve its
accessibility while standing in solidarity with other reproductive rights movements around the world 13.
We do it by supporting abortion access funds 14 and clinics that provide reproductive health services 15. By
acknowledging that abortion is not an isolated issue and recognizing the intersectionality of
reproductive justice, bodily autonomy, white supremacy, disability justice, racial and class disparities,
health care equity, patriarchy, policing, LGBTQI rights, and violence against trans individuals and women.
This state and this country are full of crises, and they are all connected. We have a crisis of law
enforcement murdering Black and Brown people 16. We have a crisis of missing and murdered Indigenous
women and girls17. We have a crisis of murdered Black, Latina, and Latinx trans women 18. We have a
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crisis of legislative attacks on LGBTQI people19... and now we are on the brink of a crisis of the legislative
murder of people with uteruses by denial of health care.
Movements that addressed these issues in the past were supposed to be beginnings. They made great
strides, but equity was never reached, and we were supposed to keep fighting, not be appeased by
moments of progress. The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s may have formally ended
segregation in this country, but Black and Brown people are still murdered by police20 and imprisoned21
at drastically disproportionate rates, in a nation that counts prisoners in the census to determine
legislative representation22 and taxes their meager incomes23, yet often denies them the right to vote24
Stonewall and the gay liberation movement may have allowed many people to come out of hiding and
eventually brought the legalization of gay marriage, but health equity, particularly for trans individuals,
was never reached2526. Roe vs Wade granted most of us the right to abortion, but it has never
been legal and accessible for everyone in this country with a uterus 2728.
We still had work to do, and while some amazing people and organizations have been doing
that work all along, we, as a whole, allowed ourselves to be lulled into complacency. We cannot
do that anymore. We never should have to begin with.
Now, many of those rights that were won in the past are under attack. Both in Iowa 29 and nationally, the
number of anti-LGBTQI bills introduced has increased legislative session after legislative session for at
least the last 4 years30. In the last session, a key bill passed into law and now trans girls and women and
many non-binary children and young adults are being denied the ability to participate in school sports in
Iowa31.
Now, our right to abortion, a vital health care need, is also under attack. If we allow that freedom to be
taken away, people are going to be imprisoned and people are going to die. We cannot let that
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happen. Together I do believe we can stop these attacks on our freedoms. History is

full of such moments. But as history shows us, we have to do it as a movement. We
need to be loud and persistent about all these issues, understand how they are
connected, and not give up. We need to write, call, and take coordinated and
targeted steps that cause interruption, force attention, and create discomfort....and
we need record-breaking numbers at the polls. That is how rights are won…and
they are always fought for.

