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Johnson County Public Health notified of B.1.1.7 variant of SARS-CoV-2 

Johnson County, Iowa – Today, the Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH) notified 

Johnson County Public Health (JCPH) that two residents of Johnson County who recently 

tested positive for COVID-19 were determined to have the B.1.1.7 variant of SARS-CoV-2. This 

strain has received significant media attention, as it appears to be more infectious. However, it 

does not appear to cause more severe symptoms, and the vaccine is expected to be effective 

against it. 

 

This particular variant has been detected in a number of states. It was simply a matter of time 

before it was detected in Iowa and in Johnson County. This is because viruses mutate and 

different variant strains can occur. Now that the B.1.1.7 variant is here, JCPH wants to address 

what this means for the community. 

 

Not every COVID-19 test sample will undergo testing to determine the particular strain of SARS-

CoV-2. Only a small proportion of samples will receive this additional test. IDPH will prioritize 

samples based on epidemiologic factors. This test will not be routinely available, and it is not 

something an individual can request. 

 

Case investigations for the new variant strain are still confidential. JCPH will not be releasing 

names or other identifying information about cases to the public. JCPH will not be tracking 

numbers for this or other variant strains at the local level. 

 

The fact that a new strain of COVID-19 is in Johnson County does not change public health 

recommendations to prevent COVID-19 infection. It is still important to wear masks, social 

distance, wash hands, and stay home when sick. It is also critically important to cooperate with 

public health investigations when JCPH staff call for a case investigation or contact tracing. This 

is not new guidance. The presence of the B.1.1.7 variant reinforces the importance to follow 

public health recommendations to avoid transmission of this more infectious strain.  

 

More information about SARS-CoV-2 variants and the number of cases reported in the United 

States and Iowa can be found here:  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/transmission/variant-cases.html 
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Everyone should continue taking protective measures, regardless of being vaccinated, to limit 

the spread of COVID-19:  

● Stay home if you’re sick. 

● Wash your hands often. 

● Stay six feet away from others at all times. 

● Wear a mask.  

● Recognize that older people and those with chronic health conditions like diabetes, 

obesity, heart issues, and organ transplants have a much higher risk of serious 

complications from COVID-19. 

 

### 
Learn more about Johnson County Public Health 

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook and Instagram 

http://www.johnson-county.com/health
https://twitter.com/JCIowaPH
http://www.facebook.com/jciowaph
https://www.instagram.com/jciowaph/

