
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

To:  Ryan Herman 

From:   Janet Lyness 

Date:  June 12, 2019 

RE:  Officer Involved Shooting on May 9, 2019 

 

SUMMARY:  On May 9, 2019, MICHAEL CINTRON-CACERES fled from Iowa City Police Officers who were 
investigating two burglaries in the area where he was stopped.  CINTRON-CACERES jumped two fences 
to enter a secured lot of Big 10 Rentals where he hid in a truck.  When found, he started the truck and 
used it to smash into vehicles and equipment in the lot.  Two Iowa City Police Officers fired their 
weapons at MICHAEL CINTRON-CACERES after CINTRON-CACERES refused to stop the truck.  Two of the 
officer’s bullets struck CINTRON-CACERES hitting his right and left shoulders.  

The Iowa Division of Criminal Investigations (DCI) conducted an investigation into the shooting at the 
request of the Iowa City Police Department.  They compiled the police officers’ reports, body worn 
camera and squad car videos, and surveillance videos.  They also conducted a crime scene investigation.  
Special Agent Ryan Herman conducted interviews with TRAVIS NEELD, ALEX STRICKER, and MICHAEL 
CINTRON-CACERES.  The DCI agents obtained, with the assistance of the Iowa State Patrol, a detailed 
diagram of the location where the shooting occurred.  The DCI agents also submitted NEELD and 
STRICKER’s firearms, unspent bullets to the DCI Criminalistics Laboratory to be compared with bullets 
found at the scene and one bullet recovered from CINTRON-CACERES.   

SCOPE OF REVIEW The question of this inquiry is whether the officers’ actions were justified as 
reasonable force.   

ITEMS REVIEWED:  I reviewed the written reports of the officers; the body worn camera (BWC) and 
squad car audios/videos of officers on the scene; the surveillance video from Big 10 Rentals’ lot where 
the shooting occurred; the reports from the DCI agents; the Total station diagram of the Big 10 Rentals 
lot; and the interviews of Michael CINTRON-CACERES, Alex STRICKER, and Travis NEELD.  I also viewed 
the area on the morning on May 9, 2019.  I researched the law regarding reasonable force and 
justification.   Based on the review of these materials, I found the following facts and reached the 
following conclusions.   
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FACTUAL FINDINGS: 

Summary obtained from officers reports, BWC and squad car videos, surveillance video, and 
interviews 

On May 9, 2019 at approximately 2:07 AM, ICPD officers responded to a burglar alarm sounding at Pizza 
Hut, located at 1926 Keokuk Street, Iowa City, Iowa.  The first responding officer, Jesse DRAHOS, 
observed signs of forced entry into the building and noted the cash registers inside had been entered.  
Officers Michael HARKRIDER, Travis NEELD, Tyler LAKOSE, Chad FULTON and Jessica LAKOSE also arrived 
to assist.  While investigating this scene, another burglar alarm sounded at Second Act, a business 
located at 538 Olympic Court, Iowa City, less than a block from the Pizza Hut.  When this call came at 
2:27 AM, Officers HARKRIDER, T. LAKOSE, FULTON and J. LAKOSE went to that location.   

While investigating the burglar alarm, Officer Michael HARKRIDER observed a man in the rear of the 
Second Act building heading east bound back towards Keokuk Street.  The man was wearing a red, long 
sleeved shirt.  Officer Kurt FUCHS was able to locate this man in the area of the old Casa Tequila 
restaurant across Keokuk Street from Pizza Hut.  He stopped the man and asked for the man’s 
identification.  Officers Jessica LAKOSE, Aaron MITCHELL and Sgt. Andrew MCKNIGHT joined Officer 
FUCHS.  The man gave the name of “Javier Delgado”.   While FUCHS attempted to check the subjects 
identification back as his patrol car, J. LAKOSE spoke with the suspect who said he had gone to buy a 
“Black and Mild” cigar but had not been able to do so.  The officers observed the suspect was wearing a 
long sleeve red shirt and jeans, spoke with an accent, and appeared to be Hispanic. 

Before the officers could obtain more information, the suspect fled.  The officers observed him jumping 
a wooden fence then a chain link fence with barbed wire on top.  The barbed wire fence surrounded the 
Big 10 Rentals’ storage area for trucks, trailers and other large equipment, located at 1820 Boyrum 
Street, Iowa City, Iowa.  Officers attempted to pursue the suspect then decided to set up a perimeter 
around the fenced-in lot to be able to observe if the suspect attempted to leave.  They also looked for 
the best way to enter the lot and find the suspect.  

Detective Alex STRICKER and Matt TIES heard about the burglary at Pizza Hut while they were at the 
Iowa City Police Department working on the robbery cases involving MICHAEL CINTRON-CACERES.  
When they heard over the radio of a second burglar alarm at Second Act, they left the police 
department and headed to Second Act to assist.  Before they arrived, they heard that a suspect had 
been stopped, but then fled to the fenced area of Big 10 Rentals.  The detectives went to this location. 

The detectives and officers T. LAKOSE, NEELD, and Sgt. MCKNIGHT met at the southwest corner of the 
Big 10 Rentals lot where the entrance/exit gate was located.  During this time, FUCHS heard from 
another officer the name of MICHAEL CINTRON-CACERES and he checked the booking photo of 
CINTRON-CACERES.  He confirmed on the radio that the man he had stopped in the red shirt was 
CINTRON-CACERES.  Officers were notified by radio that CINTRON-CACERES was a suspect in armed 
robberies and had recently fought with police.   



Officers were able to enter the Big 10 Rentals’ lot through the southwest entrance by forcing a gate 
open.  Officer Travis NEELD retrieved his canine partner, a trained German Shepard named “Luke”, to 
help search for CINTRON-CACERES.  At approximately 2:39 AM, NEELD announced loudly he was 
releasing a “police canine” and shouted “you will be bit” before deploying Luke to attempt to located 
the suspect.  NEELD repeated his loud announcement that a police canine was searching the area.  
NEELD, STRICKER, TIES, and MCKNIGHT used flashlights to search around, under and in the vehicles and 
equipment in the fenced-in area.  After approximately nine minutes of searching, Officer NEELD found 
the CINTRON-CACERES on the floor of the back seat of a Ford F-450 truck at approximately 2:45 AM.  
NEELD ordered him to “show your hands” and told other officers he found the suspect.   Instead of 
showing his hands, CINTRON-CACERES climbed over the seat to the driver’s seat and started the truck at 
approximately 2:46 AM, according to the time on NEELD’s BWC.  NEELD shouted at CINTRON-CACERES 
to stop the truck and get out and attempted to enter the truck on the passenger side but the doors were 
locked.  Instead of stopping, CINTRON-CACERES drove the truck forward, ramming a large trailer parked 
in the lot.  CINTRON-CACERES then backed up and hit equipment behind the truck.  NEELD was between 
the truck and a trailer so moved toward the back of the truck.  CINTRON-CACERES drove the truck 
forward again, repeatedly smashing into a truck parked in the lot.  CINTRON-CACERES quickly backed up 
then drove forward, careening into any objects ahead or behind him.  He crashed into the parked truck 
so hard that it pushed a flat-bed trailer attached to the truck as well.  His actions were causing the other 
objects in the lot to move several feet or yards in distance.  CINTRON-CACERES repeated the smashing, 
backing and ramming the truck into things multiple times (eleven times were seen on the surveillance 
video) as the officers shouted for him to stop and calm down.  The officers reported being extremely 
concerned for their safety and the safety of the other officers, believing they would be hit by the truck 
or by an object CINTRON-CACERES struck.  CINTRON-CACERES appeared to be crashing into any objects 
around him without regard to the location of the officers or obstacles in front or behind the truck.  Even 
though the F-450 had been surrounded by other equipment and vehicles, CINTRON-CACERES used the 
truck to push items out of the way and moved the truck 2-3 truck lengths ahead.  NEELD and Luke were 
in an area where they could not get away from the truck as it was backing up towards them.  The area 
where the officers were located provided no solid objects or spaces for them to be safe.   

NEELD noticed that the driver’s side window of the F-450 broke when the truck hit the trailer so he shot 
his Taser at the suspect but was not able to make contact with CINTRON-CACERES.  Because of the way 
CINTRON-CACERES was driving, NEELD reported he thought if he did not shoot, he or the other officers 
were “going to die”.  NEELD shouted he would have to shoot the driver.  STRICKER reported he could see 
that NEELD and Luke had no way to escape from where CINTRON-CACERES was driving the truck and 
told NEELD to “do what you have to do.”  Officer NEELD then shot twice at the truck at 2:47:20 with his 
Glock 22.  CINTRON-CACERES continued to ram the truck and trailer again.  At 2:47:27AM, NEELD fired 8 
more shots.  CINTRON-CACERES continued smashing the truck into other equipment.  He proceeded to 
ram the F-450 into vehicles or equipment three more times.  STRICKER could not see or hear NEELD at 
this time and believed he may have been struck by the truck because it was still moving.  STRICKER then 
fired two shots from his Glock 23 at 2:47:43AM.  The truck then stopped.  Officers approached the truck, 
yelling at CINTRON-CACERES to put his hands up.  CINTRON-CACERES said he could not raise his hands 
because his hand was broken.  Officers were able to get CINTRON-CACERES’s hands out of the driver’s 



side window to handcuff him.   The officers observed wounds to CINTRON-CACERES’s left shoulder and 
back right shoulder and immediately called for an ambulance.  The other officers in the area arrived and 
assisted.  Because of the damage CINTRON-CACERES caused to the doors of the truck, the officers could 
not open the truck doors. The officers had to remove the CINTRON-CACERES from the truck through the 
passenger side window.    

Upon taking CINTRON-CACERES to the hospital, it was determined that he was shot twice, once in the 
right shoulder and once in the left back shoulder.  He had surgery to repair his shoulder.  During the 
surgery, a bullet was removed and turned over to law enforcement.  He was released from the hospital 
a few days later. 

NEELD’s and STRICKER’s guns were turned over to other officers and delivered to the Iowa City Police 
Department.  They were subsequently submitted to the DCI laboratory for analysis.  

Timing noted from surveillance Video: 

The surveillance video from Big 10 Rentals had a time about ten minutes slower than the time shown on 
the body worn cameras of the officers.   The surveillance video shows the truck first colliding into a 
trailer 2:36:03.  The truck then backs up and again thrusts forward at the following times on the video:  
2:36:15, 2:36:19, 2:36:25, 2:36:37, 2:36:43, 2:36:50, 2:36:57, 2:37:01, 2:37:10, 2:37:17.  Each time the 
truck went forward, it slammed into an object.  The 2 shots were fired by Officer NEELD occurred at 
2:37:17. The truck then continued to crash forward at 2:37:23.  At this time Officer NEELD fired the 8 
more shots.  Even after this, the truck continued to smash into things in front of it two or three more 
times, at 2:37:28, 2:37:37 and at 2:37:46.  The truck comes to a stop when it stop 2:37:46. 

Interview with CINTRON-CACERES: 

DCI Special Agent Ryan Herman spoke with CINTRON-CACERES at the University of Iowa Hospitals and 
Clinics on May 10, 2019.   CINTRON-CACERES said he did not speak English very well but agreed to speak 
to Special Agent Herman regarding the events of May 9th that lead to him being shot. CINTRON-CACERES 
said that he remembered he had walked to HyVee to buy a single “Black and Mild” cigar.  When HyVee 
would not sell him just one, he went to the BP Gas Station on Keokuk Street where he purchased one 
cigar.  He said he was walking when the police stopped him.  He said he was very nervous because he 
was high on crack-cocaine.  He said he gave his name to officers and got nervous so decided to run away 
but indicated he did not know why.  He said he went into a “factory” and hid inside of a car there for 
approximately an hour to an hour and a half.  He said when the police found him in the car, he started 
the car and attempted to drive away and the police shot him.  CINTRON-CACERES said the police shot at 
him more than ten times and hit him two or three times.  He stated he was shot as he was trying to 
drive away and then he was handcuffed.  He said he did not know why he was shot and could not 
understand why the police did not just shoot him with the “electric gun”, meaning a Taser.  He then 
acknowledged he may have been shot because of how he was driving the car.  He repeated he was just 
trying to get away from the police but did not know why.   

 



LAW:   

Iowa Code section 704.1 Reasonable force. 

1.  “Reasonable force” means that force and no more which a reasonable person, in like circumstances, 
would judge to be necessary to prevent an injury or loss and can include deadly force if it is reasonable 
to believe that such force is necessary to avoid injury or risk to one’s life or safety or the life or safety of 
another, or it is reasonable to believe that such force is necessary to resist a like force or threat.  

2.  A person may be wrong in the estimation of the danger or the force necessary to repel the danger as 
long as there is a reasonable basis for the belief of the person and the person acts reasonably in the 
response to that belief. 

3.  A person who is not engaged in illegal activity has no duty to retreat from any place where the person 
is lawfully present before using force as specified in this chapter. 

Iowa Code section 704.3 Defense of self or another. 

A person is justified in the use of reasonable force when the person reasonably believes that such force 
is necessary to defend oneself or another from any actual or imminent use of unlawful force. 

 

CONCLUSION:   

The main facts in this case and not in dispute.  The officers’ reports and interviews are consistent with 
the evidence from the BWC and squad car video and audio and surveillance video and scene diagram.  
CINTRON-CACERES interview corroborated much of the other evidence.   

CINTRON-CACERES’s actions posed a clear risk to the life and safety of the police officers and K9 officer 
on May 9, 2019.  CINTRON-CACERES showed that he would ignore officer’s commands when he ran 
away from officers who were questioning him on Keokuk Street.  Once found in the truck in the Big 10 
Rentals lot, he refused to follow NEELD’s instruction to “show [his] hands”.  Instead, he climbed into the 
driver’s seat of a large truck, started it, and proceeded to repeatedly ram it into other vehicles and 
objects.  He backed up the truck without regard to the location of the officers who were shouting at him 
to stop. He slammed the truck into the vehicles with such force that he pushed a truck and flat-bed 
trailer multiple feet.  Even after he was shot in his left shoulder, he continued to ram the truck three 
more times.  He only stopped his violent behavior when he was shot for a second time.  His actions put 
all the officers in grave danger of being struck by the truck he was driving or by the objects he hit.   He 
used the truck as a dangerous weapon to put the lives and safety of the officers at risk.   

Officer NEELD attempted to stop the behavior with less lethal methods first.  He used verbal commands, 
then attempted deploying a Taser to stop CINTRON-CACERES’s violent behavior, none of which were 
effective.  NEELD reasonably believed he and the others were in danger for their lives due to  CINTRON-
CACERES’s actions.  NEELD fired two shots, which did not make CINTRON-CACERES cease the dangerous 



behavior.  Even after shooting at CINTRON-CACERES eight more times, CINTRON-CACERES failed to stop.  
Officer STRICKER could see that none of the actions of NEELD had been successful in deterring CINTRON-
CACERES’s lethal behavior.  STRICKER rightly believed that he, as well as NEELD, TIES, MCKNIGHT, and 
Luke’s lives were in danger.   They were all at great risk of being hit and/or crushed by the truck hitting 
them or by the items CINTRON-CACERES was ramming.  Additionally, CINTRON-CACERES showed such 
disregard for the safety of the officers, that had he been able to get the truck out of the Big 10 Rentals 
lot, he would have posed a serious danger to anyone in the vicinity.  No less force than shooting was 
effective in stopping the violent behavior of CINTRON-CACERES.     

Any person viewing the surveillance video and knowing the location of the officers, would believe the 
officers were in danger of death or serious injury.  No force short of shooting the driver was effective in 
decreasing the risk CINTRON-CACERES posed.   

Officer Travis NEELD and Detective Alex Strick had a reasonable belief of the danger posed by CINTRON-
CACERES and they used the least force necessary to stop the threat when they shot at CINTRON-
CACERES on May 9, 2019.  I conclude that they acted with reasonable force in defending themselves and 
others.  They used the level of force necessary to protect themselves, other officers and the public from 
the threat posed by CINTRON-CACERES.   

 

Submitted June 12, 2019 

 

 

JANET LYNESS 

JOHNSON COUNTY ATTORNEY 
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